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Djivan Gaiparyan & Michael Brock 


"black rock 




inside 


your monthly exploration of new music 


12 Global Ear: USA 

When NZ guitarist Dean Roberts went looking for America, he didn't find the dream, but he did see a sound 
artist dismantling illusions in LA, before landing dream dates with Sonic Youth in Chicago and New York 

14 Bites 

Godspeed You Black Emperor! Split infinities Mount Vernon Arts Lab Psyching up suburbia Thomas 
Brinkmann Needles and threads Djivan Gasparyan Armenian rhapsody 

18 Invisible Jukebox: Ken Kesey 

The Merrv Prankster and author of Ope flew Over The Cudwo's West blows his mind trying to identify sounds 
by Jack Kerouac, Tom Waits, Terry Riley, The Fugs, Timothy Leary and more. Tested by Edwin Pouncey 

22 100 Records That Set The World On Fire 

Our antidote to everyone's 'Best Of The Century' lists. We polled our writers to vote for the 100 records 
that should have ignited the world's imagination - but somehow got forgotten along the way 

42 Grooverider 

With the long-awaited album Mysteries Of Funk, one of Jungle's original dons is expected to galvanise a 

44 The Sound Of Utopia 

the deep end of site specific sound art. In this blow-by-blow account, he recalls the peaks and pitfalls 

48 Coil 

What if you open the doors of perception and don't like what you see? Coil have never recoiled from 
darkside experiences — their electronic alchemy transforms horror into illumination. By David Keenan 


reviews 


55 Soundcheck September's selected albums and 12"s, including new releases from African Head Charge, 
Blonde Redhead, Peter Brotzmann, John Cage, John Cale, E-Dancer, Charlie Feathers, Grooverider, Larry Heard, 
Ryoji Ikeda, Steve Lacy, Mood, Mouse On Mars, Nurse With Wound, Will Oldham, George Russell and more 
76 Print Run New music books: A life of Harry Partch; A Kraftwerkcut 'n' paste job: Contemporary 
composers explain themselves, Rock 'n' roll's missing in action 80 Multimedia In Paris, Rahma Khazam 
tests ircam's new, user friendly policy 82 On Location Going live: Talvin Singh and Ken Ishii at Anokha: Dial 


5 Editorial 6 Letters 8 Soundings This month's festivals and special events 10 Fast 
Tracks Kurds Mantronik, Damo Suzuki 54 Charts 75 Label Lore & Directory 84 Out 
There September's selected live shows, club spaces and radio 88 Back Issues 89 Subscribe 
and get a FREE Derek & The Ruins or John Cage CD 90 Epiphanies Phil England surfs The Severn 
Bores in search of the cassette underground 
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letters 


Write to: Letters, The Wire, 45-46 Poland Street, London W1V 3DF, 
or fax: 0171 287 4767, ore-mail: the_wire@ukonline.co.uk. Please include a full 
name and address. Every letter published wins a FREE CD 






Cornelius 

live: September 
Sunday 6 - Glasgow - G2 

Wednesday 9 - London - M2 


John Cage 

Piano Works 1935-48 



















soundings 


Festivals, happenings and special events 


































































A survey of sounds from around the planet. This month... 








ganger 
hammocfc style 

deluxe vinyl Ip and cd available 27.07.98 


□ A FREE CD 

□ 3 FREE ISSUES 

□ 

E2Q1 SUBSCRIPTIONS El CHOICE! 















bites 



The Targets, Mulholland's imagination locked back into 
the loop after hearing the tapespliced trickery of The 



You can see the habit forming: start on the soft stuff 
and before you know it you're a full blown addict, 
scouring Glasgow's Barrowlands market to satisfy that 
craving for the toytown sci-fi sound of early electronic 
hardware, freebasing on sound effects LPs and 


Thomas 

Brinkmann 

Needles and threads 


Workshop. He developed a particular fondness for the 
electronic bloop of Workshop pioneer, Delia 
Derbyshire. "I had this great image of all these boffins, 
tucked away in these bunkers, just creating, creating!" 


enough of the era. So much so, his Mount Vernon Arts 














































to identify and 
comment on—wit] 
no prior knowledge 
of what they’re aboi 


Ken Kesey 

Tested by Edwin Pouncey 

Ken Kesey is best known as the author of One Flew Over 
The Cuckoo's Nest, his classic tale of lunatics taking over 
the asylum, which was made into an equally memorable 
film in 1975, starring Jack Nicholson. In 1965, when his 
second novel, Sometimes A Great Notion, failed to find 
favour with the critics, Kesey temporarily gave up writing 


Harvester school bus, which had been given a 
psychedelic makeover. Its destination plate read: 
'Furthur' [sic). Those on board included his then partner 
Carolyn 'Mountain Girl' Adams, Ken Babbs and driver 
Neal Cassady, who, thinly disguised as Dean Moriarty, 
was the hero of Jack Kerouac's Beat novel, On The 
Road. Calling themselves the Merry Pranksters, they 



hallucinogen had already earned him a reputation with 
heads and feds alike. Before LSD was finally outlawed, 


Kese/s Pranksters ran two legendary Acid Tests 
(1965-66), with the embryonic Grateful Dead as ‘house 
band'. The trips — both on the bus and in the head — 
were reported, New Journalist style, by Tom Wolfe in his 
bestselling The Electric Kooi-Aid Add Test. They are also 
the subject of Add Tests Vol 1, a CD of documentary 
recordings recently released by King Mob. 

The Jukebox took place on the hottest day of the 
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and samplists, have all followed in the pioneering 

Blind Willie Johnson Dark Was The 
Night, Cold Was The Ground (Columbia 1929, 

These days it could be filed under Ambient a piece of 
Country gospel improvisation, slide guitar with vocal 
hums and moans, but no lyrics. The great Blind Willie 
recorded nothing else like this and, therefore, it has no 
equal in recorded music, even though Ry Cooder has 
made a good living scoring movies following its lead. I 
first heard this In the late 60s, surrounded by nuns and 
schoolgirls, while perched on a hard seat at a 
Newcastle-Under-Lyme convent during a screening of 
Pier haolo Pasolini's Jesus bioplc The Gospel According 
To St Matthew. The effect was stunning and I have 

Gottfried Michael Koenig Terminus 
II/Funktion Grim (Deutsche grammophon i 967) 

In the rediscovery of Cologne’s first wave of Electronica, 
S Gottfried Michael Koenig has still to resurface. Working 
1 with Stockhausen on the latter's Kontakte, he moved 
S on to Utrecht in the Netherlands, where Terminus II and 
§ Funktion Grun were realised. The pieces are systems 
| music of sorts all the sounds dertve from an original 
£ tone and follow in the order in which they were 


mathematically processed. But besides the conceptual 
pursuits, Koenig was evidently drawn into exploring 
noise colour In great sculptural swathes, pushing ring 
modulation and its ability to swell tones into the realms 
of cyberdelia: strata of brittle, industrial sounds on rising 
and falling vectors and hollow blistering drizzle, like 
some turbulent data systems architecture. Funktion 
GrOn evolves a spidery modem noise — but this was 


Cathy Lane Nesting Stones (unknown 
PUBLIC 8/SENSUAUTY ESSENCE AND NONSENSE 1998) 
Stockhausen’s Gesang DerJQnglinge features the voice 
of a near-infant boy. Nesting Stares doesn’t seem so 
different: a mix of musique concrete and electronic 
treatment, featuring the cry of Lane's own child Mia. 
What’s so striking is how insipid and even cowardly 
Stockhausen's pioneering work suddenly seems, how 
carefully the young Darmstadt modernist (who had just 
become a father) distances himself from any of his own 
feelings about child-as-sound (above all, Imposing 
some irrelevant biblical material on the work). Mia's 
yowling, by contrast, is looped and treated until its 
primal empathlc pull (she's calling 'Mama"I folds into 
maddening repetition, strain and ugliness. Even as the 
sound mutates into gurgles and chuckles — everything 
we’re programmed to respond positively to — the baby 

insistent thing. A simple idea, on the face of it far from 
new, and yet — in this age of child abuse panic and 
false memory syndrome — far more powerful, daring 
and revelatory than almost any Electronica or concrete 
I can think ol HSi 

The Last Poets The Last Poets (Douglas 

"We were rappin’ when they were nappin',” Jalaluddin 
Mansur Nuriddin told an interviewer in 1984, calling 
attention to his group's unacknowledged role as the 
progenitors of rap. That same year, with HipHop fully 
established, producer Bill Laswell revitalised the group's 

their self-titled debut from 1970. Backed by a spare 
conga beat, the trio delivers a ruthless critique of racial 
ideology - white ("On The Subway") and black 
("Niggers Are Scared Of Revolution") — with a 
poignancy and fury unmatched even by their recent 
collaborators, Public Enemy, cc 

Alvin Lucier I Am Sitting In A Room 

(LOVELY MUSIC 1970, REISSUED 1990) 

Lucier is the undoubted genius of process music, and 

the process of creating the album, recording this and 
then playing it back into the room, before re-recording 
it again. And again. And again. With each repetition, the 
frequencies of Lucier’s voice that most closely match 

soon he becomes incomprehensible, only the dim 
memory of his text animating glistening spools of sound. 
The music is its own score, but it’s not the formal 


simplicity of technique that impresses the most. 
Towards the end, once Lucier has gone and only the 

extraordinary experience BD 

Christian Marclay Record Without A 
Cover (RECYCLED 1985) 

A visual artist first, Marclay found his musical voice on 
platters of steel. Record Without A Cover (which it was, 
literally) was part Fluxus, part Imaginary Landscape anc 
part pure devilry. Not only was it Plunderphonia par 
excellence, it was an objet d'art which took a poke at 
vinyl fetishists. In essence, a record about records 
Never mind if you were unlucky enough not to find yoL 
copy sufficiently mauled in the record shop browser; 
Marclay would still have you enjoy the sound of a stylus 
plying its way through muck-encrusted grooves, the 
clicks and bangs giving way to drums and the onward 
procession of Duke Ellington's "Caravan’, and climaxing 
with a carnival-style pile-up of orchestral manoeuvres, 
lounge lizards, organ fugues, Unde Tom Cobbley and 
all. Utterly unique, di 

The Master Musicians Of Jajouka 

Brian Jones Presents The Pipes Of Pan At 
Jajouka (rolling stones records 1971, reissued 

POINT MUSIC 1995 ) 

He only wanted to share; Brian Jones was justifiably 
evangelical about the shrill, gripping music that he 
heard in a village nestled in Morocco's Atlas 
Mountains. Simply recording the Pipes of Pan wasn’t 
enough in 1969. In an effort to communicate his own 
kif-enhanced experience, The Rolling Stones guitarist 
took his four-track tapes home to England, where he 

processing. The resulting album documents a 
millennia-old music, the sound of panic itself, as well a 
the fragmented mind of Jones in the months before 
his death. Drums throb in the foreground as the piper 
are sucked figuratively into the slipstream of a jet 
engine via extreme phase shifting. A women’s chorus, 
shrieking like seagulls, loops in the distance. Jones's 
apology for a muffled female solo is sufficient to raise 
gooseflesh; "It was not for our ears". Well before dub 
reggae and its spawn — the cult of remixing — 
Jajouka showcased techno-primitive terror, up where 
the air was very thin. RH 

The Modern Lovers The Original 
Modem Lovers imohawk 1 98 1) 

This album, as well as their first LP on Berserkley and a 
few subsequent bootlegs, makes a potent case for The 
Modem Lovers as having been potentially the most 
influential group of the 1970s. Based in Boston, led by 
the adenoidal Jonathan Richman, The Modern Lovers 
existed during rock’s darkest period (1971 -74). At a 
time when no one else even considered doing it, they 
combined The Velvet Underground's Instrumental 
textures with garage rock drive and genuine suburban 
angst The combination is still riveting. If it had been 
heard at the time it was recorded, there’s no way that 
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of site specific sound art. In these despatches 
even the local penguins must have their say 


































tentacles into electropop, early rave and Electronica. Drugs and sampler alchemy have 
tone. Words: David Keenan. Photography: Amy & Tanveer 
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Playlists from the outer limits of planet sound 


•Big What (Knitting Factory Works) 
ms Date With The Devil’s Daughter 


Harald Sack' Ziegler & Frank Schulte 'Blumm' 
Dieter Roth 

Don't Dolby Don't Dolby 05 (Gefriem) 


Various Henry Food OST (Echostatic) 
Compiled by Joel Krutt, Pushing The Envelop 
University of Connecticut, Storrs, USA, Saturdc 


t Electronic Sound Construction (Snapshot! 


nkingEP (Karaoke 


Replikants Patty’s Trip (5RC) 
Body Lovers 1 Of 3 (Young God) 


i Exits (JASE) 











On overdrive; September's selected albums and 12"s 



sound , 
check 


AnA-Zof 

reviews: 

King Sunny Ade African 
Headcharge Vs Professor 
Stretch Aihiyo Alison's Halo Art 
Song Trio Derek Bailey & Min 

Michael Brook & Djivan 
Gasparyan Peter Brdtzmann 
John Cage John CaleJenks 
Tex' Carman China: Time To 
Listen Comma Current 93 Die 
Like A Dog Quartet Dub 
Syndicate E-Dancer Hanns 
Eisler Electroshock Presents 
Electroacoustic Music Marianne 
Faithfull Charlie Feathers Foot 
Fushitsusha Goblin Grooverider 
Keiji Haino Hecker Larry 
Heard Hopewell Ryoji Ikeda 
Juneau Steve Lacy Lambchop 
Pete (La Roca) Sims Mark 
Lockett Lounge Lizards Loes 
Luca/Willem Breuker John 
Lurie Baaba Maal Thurston 
Moore/Tom Surgal Charles 
Mingus Mood Mouse On Mars 
Muhlbacher/Dafeldecker 
Muslimgauze No Neck Blues 
Band Nurse With Wound Will 
Oldham Pullman Lee Ranaldo 
George Russell Slicker Sonic 
Youth Burkhard Stangl Steel 
The Styrenes Teenage 
Shutdown 30 Years Of Musical 
Insurrection In France DJ T- 
1000 Leon Thomas Twisted 
Science Papa Wemba White 
Out Min Xiao-Fen Y Pants 
Frank Zappa plus new 
compilations, avant rock, 
critical beats, global and jazz 
releases in brief 













African Head Charge Vs 
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Sonic Youth 


Burkhard Stangl 


Lee Ranaldo 

Amarillo Ramp emerged in the flowering harmonics shooting Miihlbacher/Dafeldecker 






























"Chinese Whispers" is 


STEREOLAB 

remixing. 

T-POWER 

remixing 

SUBTROPIC 

ling 

B E G G 

remixing 

BEDOUIN ASCENT 

remixing 

SLANG 


mikFparadinas 

remixing 

ULTRAMARINE 

remixing 

THE SONS OF 
SILENCE 

remixing 

STEREOLAB 


on a compact disc album, 
cat no.SP-027. thru SRO (Europe) and 
Dutch East India (US) 



The Sprawl Club is every thursday night 
at the Global Cafe. 15 Golden Sq. London W1 
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New music books — read, raved about, roughed up 
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Rahma Khazam witnesses Ircam publicly loosening its academic tie 
























location 


Going live: festivals, cc 
















September's selected live events, club spaces and broadcasts 
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Cage rattlers 

Our September offer: take out your fust subscription to The Wire and choose one premier avant 
garde CD from Harmonia Mundi or three extra issues — FREE! 































epiphanies 


Charlie don’t surf to The Severn Bores. Phil England recalls 
the C90 underground that put him in touch with his feelings 
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COMING SOON: 



SOUL JAZZ RECORDS 

DOUBLE LP & DOUBLE CD SJR LP/CD39 

RELEASE DATE: SEPTEMBER 28TH DISTRIBUTED BY VITAL 











